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medical service of Coventry conform to all the suggestions
of the British Medical Association, anid thus transform it,
if possible, into an ideal service. A gentleman who has
no interest in contract work has been appointed chairman
of the committee of management, which consists of the
entire medical slaff. Two other practitioners, not engaged
in contract work, are on the committee. This has been
done with a view of conforming to the principle that
those not engaged in such work should have some voice
in the management. Collectors have been appointed at a
fixed salary, thus obviating as far as possible the danger of
canvassing; no clear case of the existence of such a
practice has been brought to the notice of the committee,
and the collectors have been warned that any charge of
the kind, if sustained, will be followed by instant dis-
missal. The abolition of the collector does not appear to
the committee to be practicable in dealing with a wage-
earning class, the members of which often live from hand
to mouth. There is, moreover, much less danger of can-
vassing taking place in connexion with an organization
managed by a number of medical men who carefully
scrutinize the working of the system. It is sincerely to
be lhoped that all the medical men engaged in contract
work in Coventry will before long see their way to join
forces with this medical service, which is, we believe, not
only one of the earliest but one of the most successful in
the country.

LITERARY NOTES.
MESSRS. P. S. KING AND SON, Westminster, will publish
shortly, under the title of Glimpses into the Abyss, an
account of personal explorations undertaken by Mrs.
Mary Higgs, of Oldham, who, disguised as a tramp,
spent days and nights in tramp-wards, lodging-houses,
and shelters. The volume will, it is stated, throw much
light on the darkest features of our social life, and will
place before the public the pitfalls, snares, and difficulties
which beset the destitute outcast.

Messrs. P. S. King and Son will also shortly issue
a book by Sir Edward Brabrook, C.B., author of Institu-
tions for Thrift, etc., late Registrar of Friendly Societies,
which aims at developing the social value of building
societies, and advocating their extension on right
principles.

In regard to the story told by Dr. A. T. H. Water3 about
Sharpey, wlhich was referred to in this column in our
issue of May 12th, Sir Samuel Wilks writes to say that the
retort to what Dr. Johnson would have called the cui bono
man, "What is the good of ababy?" has long bepn known to
him, and he has always attributed it to Benjamin Franklin.
By way of compensation, perhaps, for the doubt thrown
on Sharpey's claim to the authorship of the jest, Sir
Samuel Wilks relates the following story, which is
certainly a far better example of the famous physiologist's
ready wit:

It is fifty years or more that I was at an " At Home " where I
met Sha-rpey. He asked me what I was doing, and I replied
that I was a stuident at Guy's Hospital, and dresser to Mr.
Aston Key. I added that Mr. Hewitt Key was my master at
University College, and how his half-brother, Mr. Aston Key,
was my master at Guy's; so I had been connected with the
two brothers, having been under both of them. " Then," said
.Sharpey, "I suppose you look upon yourself as a kind of
subclavian ligament."
On May 11th the Times published an account of Dr.

Metchnikofs recent researches on the prevention of
syphilitic infection. On May 12th our contemporary
published a letter from Professor Ray Lankester announc-
ing the interesting fact that "my friend Professor Elie
Metschnikoff is coming to London." Four times in the
course of a letter of two dozen lines is the name of
the distinguished Russian investigator misspelt in
the same way, and the Times, which is usually accurate
in such matters, has apparently allowed itself to be
hypnotized by its eminent correspondent to such. a
degree that in the heading of his letter the superfluous
sibilant also appears. The point is perhaps intinitesimal,
but in these days when, unlike Shakespeare, most men
have made up their minds about the spelling of their
names, it is courteous as well as customary that their own
usage, however wrong it may appear to superior knowledge,
should be followed. Moreover, we expect consistency
from the Times in spelling if not in other things.
Reference is also made by Professor Lankester to

the Spirochaete pallida. Ehrenberg, who founded
the genus, called it Spirochaeta, and so it is given by
C. W. Stiles, in the International Code of Zoological Nomen-
clature, in which the principle is laid down that " the
valid name of a genus or species can only be that name
under which it was first designated, on the condition:
(a) That this name was publislhed and accompanied by an
indication or a definition or a description; and (b) that the
author has applied the principles of binary nomenclature."
The code referred to was adopted at the Fifth Interna-
tional Zoological Congress held in Berlin in 1901.
Probably the wrong form which appears in the Times is to
be attributed to the ' printer's devil."

Spelling., thouglh a humble thing in itself, is, for some
reason we do not pretend to fathom, apt to arouse anger in
heavenly minds. It might be thought that distinguished
men of science would be content to leave such matters to
harmless drudges like dictionary makers, on the old
Roman principle De minimis non curatpraetor. But many
hold very decided views on spelling, and seem to think
that they have a right to lay down orthographic laws for
the terminology of their speciality. For instance,
' paramecium" is sometimes spelt, in defiance of
etymology, "paramoecium," and the error has been
defended from the standpoint of " protobiology "! Proto-
biology has no locus standi in the domain of orthography;
if every 'ology is to claim to regulate its own spelling,
scientific language will soon become even more barbarous
and confused than it is now. In regard to the particular
mis-spelling "paramoecium," the offence of deliberately
flying in the face of derivation is made worse by the
gratuitous addition of an erroneous diphthong to the long
list of such superfluities that still survive.

Dr. Mata, who was Professor of Forensic Medicine in
the University of Madrid, and during the brief reign of
King Amadeo was Governor of the Spanish capital, had
an unfortunate name for a medical practitioner, for the
word " mata " means " kill." This obviously placed a
weapon in the hands of satirists which they were
not slow to use. We quote one of their productions as a
specimen:

Vive en esta vecindad
Cierto medico poeta
Que al final de la receta
Pone: Mata; y es verdad.

The sting in the tail of the epigram may be gathered from
the following very lame adaptation to a hypothetical
English physician unfortunate enough to be named Kill-
a real name, by the way:

Not far from here a poet lives
Who ministers to human ill:

When physic to the sick he gives
He signs prescriptions aptly, Kill.

The author of the epigram was a dramatist named
Ventura de la Vega, one of whose plays had been ad-
versely criticized by Professor Mata from the expert
point of view.
The Lisbon National Library, which was founded in

1796, contains some 400,000 printed books, 16,000 manu-
script volumes, and 39,000 coins and medals. Medical
science is well represented, many rare old books figuring
in the list. Among those more especially suggestive of
the genius loci we note the works of Antonius Ludovicus
printed at Oporto in 1540, Alonso Chirino's Menor damno de
Miedicina (Seville, 1538); Gometius Pereira's Novae veraeque
medicinae experimentis et evidentibus rationibus comprobatae
(Methymnae Duelli, 1558); Garcia Dorta's Coloquios dos
simples e drogas he cousas medicinais da India (Goa, 1563);
Nicoloso Monardes Dos Libros, coeas que traen de nuestras
Indias Occidentales e piedra bazaar y escuerfonera (Seville,
1569); Juan Fragoso, Discursos de las Medicinas Simples
que se traen de la India Oriental (Madrid, 1572); and
Christoval Acosta, Tratado de las drogas de las Indias
Orientales (Burgos, 1578). Among the treasures of the
library are five large volumes dealing with medical and
anatomical subjects wtitten in fifteenth century script on
parchment with illuminated capitals and tail pieces.
The great sea-serpent has made his appearance much

earlier this year than usual. This time he comes before
Us under the highly-respectable auspices of Dr. Raphael
Blanchard, Professor in the Medical Faculty of the
University of Paris, and member of the Acadbmie
de M6decine. In an article published in the Bu4lletin
de l'Asie Franfaise lie not only describes the monster



TM17Jw@UAl NOVA ET VETERA. [MAT 19, 1906,
but gives a portrait of him. He has a head and body
like a seal, but with an immensely long tail and a very
long and flexible neck. He is also ornamented with a fine
moustache, and he is believed to have a mane, though this
does not appear to be quite certain. Blanchard holds that
the existence of the great serpent is beyond all doubt.
He has been seen several times in the Bay of Aloing.
In 1904 he was seen by Lieutenant Lagr6sille, of the
French Navy, commanding the Avalanche, and again
by Lieutenant L'Eost, commanding the gunboat Dgcidge.
The latter officer's account is remarkable for the
precision of its details. The length of the serpent
which he saw was at least 20 metres ; it had
a large dorsal fin and a head like a seal, but
much shorter. Its skin was so tough that shells
burst on its surface apparently without more effect
than tickling the dome of St. Paul's would have on the
Dean and Chapter. Unlike all other known Cetacea and
Pinnipeds, it swims by a vertical undulating movement,
though it can also roll over sideways. Blanchard sums
up that from whatever side the question is considered,
the problem is a highly interesting one. Who shall
solve it? He thinks it desirable that the riddle should
find an Oedipus in a French naturalist, since it is on the
coast of Tonquin that the serpent seems chiefly to show
itself. He calls on the Cochin China Government to
organize an expedition to capture the monster. It is
a curious fact, if it be a fact, that in a village on the coast
of the bay of Aloing a stuffed serpent is kept by the
natives, who have built a temple for its reception and pay
it divine honours. Evidently the expedition should make
that village its first objective. Blanchard proposes to
name the beast JMegophas, an name suggested by Oudemont
in 1819.

Vzua tt lettra
THE PHYSICIANS OF THE WESTERN

ISLANDS.
THE revival of interest in Celtic literature has led to
much poring over old Gaelic manuscripts, with results,
perhaps, not always commensurate with the labour of the
search. From our point of view one of the most interest-
ing discoveries made in the course of these literary
excavations is that of a great family of healers or simplers
in the Western Islands, who for centuries ministered to
the bodily ailments of the people among whom their lot
was cast. An excellent account of them is given in the
February numuber of Blackwvood's M,Vagazine by a writer who
has pieced together the references to them scattered about
in old Gaelic manuscripts.
The earliest mention of the family is in a list of twenty-

four "sons of clans " who came over from Ireland in the
suite of O'Cathan's daughter when she married Angus
Og, Lord of the Isles in the days of Bruce. Beath, or
Beid, descended from Neil of the Nine Hostages, King
in Ireland, was appointed by the McDonalds to
be Chief lPhysician of the Isles, a hereditary post like
that of Chief Bard. Beath and his sons after him held
the office till well on in the seventeenth century, first
under the McDonalds, then under the Campbells of
Cawdor, and finally for a short time under the King him-
self. According to the Islay Charter, the Chief Physicians
in 1609 held very considerable lands under the lordship of
the McDonalds " from beyond memory of man "; and the
possession of these lands, together with the fees and per-
quisites of his office, must have made the Chief Physician
a man of wealth and importance.
As the family of healers spread throughout the islands,

their name suffered perplexing variations. From Beath
or Bead it became McVeagh or MIcBeth as the Gaelic type,
becoming transformed in later years into Beaton or
Beatoun, Latinized into Betonus. The confusion thus
caused is made worse by the fact that there was in Skye a
family practising the same hereditary profession, and
claiming connexion with the Islay and Mull Beatons, but
calling themselves Bethune. This family claimed descent
from Dr. Peter Bethune, an Edinburgh physician of the
sixteenth century, whose father was uncle to Cardinal
Bethune. He is said to have accepted an invitation
from the McDonald and the McLeod to settle in the Isle of

Skye. His office was to be hereditary, and he was to have
as much land as he cared to possess rent free, though
neither he nor his successors were to be allowed to pur-
chase outright. Peter married into the family of the
McDonalds; and from that marriage were descended the
Bethunes of Skye, who practised the art of healing in the
Isles till the beginning of the eighteenth century. How-
ever this may be, it seems to be certain that from the
fourteenth to the end of the seventeenth century a
clan, or family, of the name of McBeth, Beaton, or
Bethune, practised medicine over practically the whole
of the Western Isles from Islay to the Outer Hebrides.
The names of the family are found in the lists of the
Universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. Among their
heiilooms they had many valuable manuscripts, most of
them transcribed in the Irish character. There is now in
the Library of the Society of Antiquarians of Scotland in
Edinburgh a copy of Gordon's Lilium Medicinae, in which
there is a note dated 1798 stating that the manuscript had,
five generations previously, been the property of " Ferchar
Beaton of Husibost " in Skye. Ferchar held this manu-
script so precious "that when he trusted himself to a boat
in passing an arm of the sea to attend any patient at
Dunvegan, the seat of McLeod, he sent his servant by land
for the greater security of the Lilium Medicinae." The cost
of malking a copy of the manuscript was, it appears,
60 milch cows. Martin, author of a Description of the
Western Isles, published in 1703, says that in 1700 James
and Ferchar Beaton in North Uist possessed " the follow-
ing ancient Irish MSS. in the Irish character-to wit,
Avicenna, Averroes, Joannes de Vigo, Bernardus Gordonus,
and several volumes of Hippocrates." The drugs used
were doubtless prepared by the physicians themselves.
Of Neil Bethune, a well-known practitioner in Skye at

the end of the seventeenth century, we are told that " he
pretended to judge of the various properties of plants and
roots by their different tastes. He nicely observed the
colours of their flowers from whence he learned their
astringenit or loosening qualities. He extracted the juice
of plants and roots after a chymical way peculiar to him-
self." Traces of the medicinal plants grown by the
Beatons in Mull and Skye are said still to be met with.
There is pointed out in Skye the traditional spot
where Ferchar Beaton secretly prepared his medicines;
and he is said to have been exceedingly angry if any one
came near him while he was so engaged.
Of the older Beatons or McBeths-those who originally

came from Ireland-the stories are more mythical. There
is a legend that Farquhar hearing of the King's illness
went to Stirling to cure him. He announced his arrival
by crying out under the royal windows, "The black beetle
to the white bone! " On being brought to the King he
repeated his cryptic utterance. Its meaning, however,
became apparant when it was found that " the doctors, to
keep the King ill and get his money, put at whiles a black
beetle to the wound in his knee, and the beast was eating
the bone." Farquhar, of course, cured the King, who
promised to give him whatever he desired. Farquhar,
who seems to have had an adequate sense of professional
dignity, asked for the hand of the King's daughter and for
"all the isles that the sea runs round from Storr to
Stromness." There appears to be some element of truth
in this legend, for in 1379 Prince Alexander Stuart, the
Wolf of Badenoch, granted unto " Ferchard Medicus Regis"
certain lands in Sutherland, and in 1386 King Robert II
gave the same " Ferchard Leche " a number of islands off
the north-west coast of Scotland from " Storr in Assynt "

to Armadale Head in Farr. These lands were resigned by
one of his descendants in 1511.
The tradition of other physicians of the family still

lingers in the isles. Professor Mackinnon says the names
of the "Mull Doctor" and the "Islay Doctor"' are 'still
household words in the South Hebrides, and traces of
their teaching and influence are recognizable in those
parts to this day. To which of the two families of
hereditary leeches they belonged, and who exactly they
were, seems to be doubtful, for the coexistence and
repetition of the same names make it difficult to
disentangle the ravelled skein of their history.

UNDER the will of the late lMr. WVilliam Alexander
Mlatheson, of B]undellsands, the Bootle Borough Hospital
and the Liverpool Hospital for Consumption each receive
a sum of £500.


